
Albany Law Center for Excellence in Law Teaching (CELT) invites you to its 
Inaugural Conference: 
“Setting and Assessing Learning Objectives from Day One.”  
 
SAVE THE DATE:  March 30, 2012 (with registration and dinner 
the night before!) 
 
INTENDED AUDIENCE:  
 
 Individuals interested in improving legal education   
 Individuals interested in breaking down the “silos” of doctrinal, clinical, 

“theoretical”, “practical” skills and “Legal Writing”/Lawyering faculty   
 Individuals interested in the process of identifying and assessing objectives 

under new ABA Standard  
 
TOPIC EXPLANATION:  
This conference aims to bring together faculty from across the curriculum to explore 
together how to set and assess foundational objectives for law students. The proposed 
changes to ABA standards make this topic extremely timely.  
 
We will explore questions such as:  What learning objectives make most sense in the 
first year?  How do we teach them in an integrated way?  What do students need to 
have “under their belt” before taking a clinic or advanced class?   How do we properly 
assess whether students have learned? 
 
We will also examine what some law schools have done to better structure their 
curriculum and prepare to meet the new standards.  
 
PRESENTERS WILL INCLUDE:  Barbara Glesner-Fines, Michael Schwartz, Antoinette 
Sedillo Lopez, David Thompson, Judith Wegner (Keynote) (See Bios Attached).  
 
Requests for Proposed Presentations Will Be Forthcoming.  

We will be sure to provide you a warm CELT March welcome!  For questions about 
transportation or lodging (near, nice and inexpensive) contact Tammy Weinman at 
twein@albanylaw.edu. For any other questions, feel free to contact Kevin Ramakrishna 
krama@abanylaw.edu or Mary Lynch at: mlync@albanylaw.edu.   

Albany Law School is located in New York’s Capital District. 
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Albany Law CELT 3.30.12 Inaugural Conference:  
BIOS OF SOME CONFIRMED PRESENTERS 
 

KEYNOTE PRESENTER:  Judith Wegner 

Judith Wegner, Burton Craige Professor of Law, University of North Carolina 

(UNC) School of Law is a dedicated educator, former Dean of UNC Law School and 

important contributor to the advancement of the educational system.  Co-author 

of Educating Lawyers: Preparation for the Profession of Law (The Carnegie 

Report), she recently served as a Senior Scholar at the Carnegie Foundation for 

the Advancement in Teaching where she was principal investigator in the 

“Program on Preparation for the Profession,” a study on legal education.    In 

addition to her accomplishments in education advancement, she is a highly 

respected property professor, recently delivering the Boehl Distinguished Lecture 

in Land Use Policy at the University of Louisville. 

PRESENTERS WILL INCLUDE:   

Barbara Glesner Fines:  

Professor Glesner Fines is the Associate Dean for Faculty Development, and Ruby 

M. Hulen Professor of Law at the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law. 

On faculty since 1986, she teaches Professional Responsibility, Family Law, Ethical 

Issues in the Representation of Families, and the Seminar in Family Violence.  She 

has also taught clinical courses.  Barbara is the current chair of the American 

Association of Law Schools (AALS) Section on Teaching Methods and a member of 

the editorial board of the Center for Computer Assisted Legal Instruction.  Her 

articles on legal education include Fundamental Principles and Challenges of 



Humanizing Legal Education, and The Impact of Expectations on Teaching and 

Learning Law. An important voice in faculty development, Professor Glesner Fines 

provides teaching materials and faculty development materials on her websites 

http://www.glesner-fines.net  and http://www.teachinglaw.org. 

 

Michael Hunter Schwartz 

Professor Schwartz serves as the Associate Dean for Faculty and Academic 

Development at Washburn University School of Law and is co-director of the 

Institute for Law Teaching and Learning http://lawteaching.org/about/. His 

teaching responsibilities include Contracts and Remedies.  Professor Schwartz has 

authored ten books addressing a wide variety of teaching and learning topics, 

including Teaching Law By Design:  Engaging Students From the Syllabus to the 

Final Exam, Expert Learning for Law Students, and Techniques for Teaching Law II.   

He is the designer and series editor for a casebook series, for which he published 

the Contracts text and is writing the Remedies text.  The series is designed to 

implement Educating Lawyers and Best Practices for Legal Education and the best 

practices in Instructional Design.  He is co-author of What the Best Law Teachers 

Do (Harvard University Press, forthcoming 2012). He is a former Chair of the 

American Association of Law Schools (AALS) Balance in Legal Education Section, 

the former Chair-Elect of the Section on Academic Support, and currently is the 

Secretary for the Section on Teaching Methods.  Professor Schwartz has organized 

eight national conferences and presented teaching and learning-focused sessions 

on more than 100 occasions at national and international conferences and at US 

law schools. 
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Antoinette Sedillo Lopez:  

Professor Sedillo Lopez is the former Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs and 

current Clinical Director at the University of New Mexico School of Law.   An 

active leader in   Best Practices for Legal Education Project,  she helped develop 

the book Best Practices for Legal Education, is a frequent contributor to the  blog,  

http://bestpracticeslegaled.albanylawblogs.org, and is co-chair of CLEA’s Best 

Practices  Implementation Committee. A series editor for Latino Communities: 

Emerging Voices-Political, Social, Cultural and Legal Issues (1998) and editor for 

another series, entitled, Latinos in the United States: History, Law and Perspective, 

Professor Sedillo Lopez has written and presented on the interplay between legal 

education reform, cultural competence and diversity initiatives, see, Leading 

Change in Legal Education - Educating Lawyers and Best Practices: Good News for 

Diversity, 31 Seattle U.L. Rev. 775 (2008). She has also served as president of the 

New Mexico Hispanic Bar Association, Chair of the Association of American Law 

Schools (AALS) Section on Clinical Legal Education, and as President of the Clinical 

Legal Education Association. 

David Thomson: 

In 2008, David was appointed Director of the Lawyering Process Program at the 

Sturm College of Law. David is well known for his expertise in using technology in 

teaching, and has presented widely across the country on this topic over the last 

few years. He is the author of Law School 2.0: Legal Education for a Digital Age 

(LexisNexis/Matthew Bender 2009) http://www.lawschool2.com/. He is also a 

member of the LWI and ALWD, and in 2010 he was elected to the Board of the 

LWI. He is also co-series editor on the Skills & Values Series of hybrid law school 
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textbooks. He recently published his own book in that series: Skills & Values: 

Discovery Practice (LexisNexis/Matthew Bender 2010).  
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